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FoodNet Population Survey, 2002 
 
The Foodborne Diseases Active Surveillance Network (FoodNet) is a collaborative network 
established in cooperation with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Emerging 
Infections Program; the state health departments in California, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, 
Maryland, Minnesota, New York, Oregon, and Tennessee; the Food and Drug Administration’s 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition; and the United States Department of Agriculture’s 
Food Safety Inspection Service.   
 
The FoodNet Population Survey was conducted by telephone in the nine population-based 
FoodNet sites (CA, CO, CT, GA, MD, MN, NY, OR, and TN) from March 2002 through 
February 2003. The total population of these nine sites, according to the 2002 United States 
Census Bureau estimates, was 37,961,688 persons.  The 2002 Population Survey was the fourth 
12-month FoodNet Population Survey.  Previous surveys were conducted in 1996, 1998, and 
2000.  With the exception of the geographic area, the survey methods were similar in each 
survey.  The survey was administered by MACRO International using standard Behavioral Risk 
Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) methodology.  Each month, persons were contacted using a 
single-stage random-digit dialing technique called Genesys-ID.  This sampling system allows for 
the removal of nonworking and business telephones.  One respondent was randomly selected per 
household contacted.  A computer algorithm was used to select one household member, based 
upon the total number of males and females in the household.  All age groups were eligible for 
inclusion: if a child #12 years of age was selected, a parent was interviewed about the child’s 
exposures.  In every site, approximately the same number of interviews were conducted each 
month.  The study was restricted to persons who spoke English and Spanish.  Frequencies 
included in this report are unweighted.  (Weighting procedures compensate for unequal 
probabilities of selection and allow population estimates to be made.)  The questionnaire used 
collected information on exposures that might be associated with foodborne illnesses and 
information on the occurrence and severity of gastrointestinal illnesses.  This report summarizes 
information from the 2002 FoodNet Population Survey. 
 
The tables and graphs can be viewed at www.cdc.gov/foodnet. Further information concerning 
the data described in this report can be obtained by contacting FoodNet at (404) 371-5465. 
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Previous FoodNet Population Surveys 
 
Previous cycles of the FoodNet Population Survey were conducted in 1996, 1998, and 2000.  
The survey was conducted in five FoodNet sites in the 1996 survey (California, Connecticut, 
Georgia, Minnesota and Oregon), and exposures were assessed in the five days prior to the 
interview.  In the 1998 cycle two additional sites were added (Maryland and New York) and 
exposures were assessed in the 7 days prior to the interview. In the 2000 cycle, Tennessee was 
added as a site, and the survey assessed exposures in the seven and 30 days prior to the 
interview.  More information on previous cycles of this survey can be viewed at 
http://www.cdc.gov/foodnet/surveys/pop_cov.htm. Abstracts and publications using FoodNet 
Population Survey data from all four cycles are listed below. 
 
1996 FoodNet Population Survey 
Herikstad H, Vugia D, Hadler J, Blake P, Deneen V, Townes J, Yang S, Angulo F, and FoodNet. 
Population-based Estimate of the Burden of Diarrheal Illness: FoodNet 1996-1997. 1st 
International Conference on Emerging Infectious Diseases. Atlanta, GA, March 1998. 
Ladd-Wilson S, Yang S, Deneen V, Koehler J, Marcus R, Vugia D, Voetsch D, Angulo F, 
FoodNet. High-Risk Food Consumption, Handling, and Preparation Practices of Adults in the 
FoodNet Sites, 1996-1997. 1st International Conference on Emerging Infectious Diseases. 
Atlanta, GA, March 1998. 
Shiferaw B, Yang S, Cieslak P, Vugia D, Marcus R, Koehler J, Deneen V, Angulo F and the 
Foodnet Working Group. Prevalence of High-Risk Food Consumption and Food-Handling 
Practices Among Adults: A Multistate Survey, 1996 to 1997. Journal of Food Protection, 2000; 
63 (11): 1538-1543. 
 
1998 FoodNet Population Survey 
 
Ashford D, Imhoff B, Angulo F, and the FoodNet working group, CDC, Atlanta, GA. “Over a 
Half-Million Persons May Have Crohns Disease in the United States.” Infectious Diseases 
Society of America. San Francisco, CA, October 2001. 
 
Frenzen P, Buzby J, Majchrowicz A, DeBess E, Hechemy K, Kassenborg H, Kennedy M, Gibbs-
McCombs K, McNess A, and the EIP FoodNet Working Group. Consumer acceptance of 
irradiated meat and poultry in the FoodNet Sites. 2nd International Conference on Emerging 
Infectious Diseases. Atlanta, GA, July 2000. 
 
Frenzen PD, DeBess EE, Hechmey KE, Kassenborg H, Kennedy M, McCombs K, McNees A, 
and the FoodNet Working Group.  Consumer acceptance of irradiated meat and poultry in the 
United States.  Journal of Food Protection. 64 (12): 2020–2026. 
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Frenzen P, Majchrowicz A, Buzby B, Imhoff B and the FoodNet Working Group. Consumer 
Acceptance of Irradiated Meat and Poultry Products. Agriculture Information Bulletin, 2000; 
757: 1-8. 
Garman R, Vugia D, Marcus R, Segler S, Hawkins M, Bogard A, Anderson B, Jones T. 
Restaurant-Associated Behavior from the FoodNet Population Survey 1998-99. International 
Conference on Emerging Infectious Diseases. Atlanta, GA, March 2002.  
Imhoff B, Hadler J, Morse D, Shiferaw B, Vugia D, Medus C, Lance-Parker S, Karchmer T, Van 
Gilder T, and the EIP FoodNet Working Group.  The Substantial Burden of Acute Diarrheal 
Illness in the United Sates:  A Running Total, FoodNet, 1998-1999.  International Conference on 
Emerging Infectious Diseases.  Atlanta, GA, July 2000. 
 
Lee S, Levy D, Hightower A, Imhoff B. Drinking Water Exposures and Perceptions among 
1998-1999 FoodNet Survey Respondents. International Conference on Emerging Infectious 
Diseases. Atlanta, GA, March 2002. 
 
Samuel M, McNees A, Koehler K, Marcus R, Wallace D, Hadler J, Deneen V, Demanske B, 
Shiferaw B, Vugia D, and the EIP FoodNet Working Group. Consumption of Risky Foods 
among Persons at High Risk for Severe Foodborne Diseases in the FoodNet Site: Room for 
Improved Targeted Prevention Messages. 2nd International Conference on Emerging Infectious 
Diseases. Atlanta, GA, July 2000. 
 
Vanden Eng J, Marcus R, Kazi G, Hadler J, Imhoff B, Cieslak P, Zell E, Deneen V, Vugia D, 
Gibbs-McCombs K, Trupei M, Besser R, and the EIP FoodNet Working Group. Popular Beliefs 
about Antibiotics among Participants in the FoodNet Population-Based Survey: Is There Room 




2000 FoodNet Population Survey 
 
Frenzen P, Majchrowicz A, Buzby B, Imhoff B and the FoodNet Working Group. Consumer 
Acceptance of Irradiated Meat and Poultry Products. Agriculture Information Bulletin, 2000; 
757: 1-8. 
 
Hawkins MA, DeLong SM, Marcus R, Jones TF, Shallow S, Morse DL, McCombs KG, 
Courtney AK, Medus C, Shiferaw B, Imhoff BC, and the EIP FoodNet Working Group.   
The Burden of Diarrheal Illness in FoodNet, 2000-2001.  3rd International Conference on 
Emerging Infectious Diseases.  Atlanta, GA, March 2002.  
 
Banerjee A, Frierman M, Hurd S, Jones T, McCarthy P, Medus C, Shiferaw B, Vugia D, Zansky 
S, and the EIP FoodNet Working Group. Characterization of High-Risk Food Consumption 
Practices among the Hispanic Population, FoodNet 2000-2001. Infectious Diseases Society of 
America. Chicago, IL, October 2002. 
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